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THATCHER BRIDGE 

LOCATION:    Bridge over the Bear River west of Thatcher 

in Franklin County, Idaho 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION:    1910 by H. 0. Forbes and Company, L.T.D 

Caldwell s Idaho 

PRESENT OWNER:    Franklin County 

PRESENT USE:    Vehicular 

SIGNIFICANCE:    A steel through Warren truss bridge typical 

of bridges constructed in the area during the 

early 1900's. 



Thatcher Bridge 

HAER No. ID-4 
Page 2 

NATIONAL ARCHITECTURAL AND ENGINEERING RECORD 

HISTORICAL DATA 

HISTORIC NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

MATERIAL OF CONSTRUCTION. 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 

BUILDER: 

MAJOR ALTERATIONS: 

HISTORICAL EVENTS: 

DIMENSIONS: 

BASIC SHAPE AND TRUSS TYPE: 

Thatcher Bridge 

Thatcher, Idaho 83283 

Steel truss, steel deck beams, timber 

stringers, timber decking, asphalt 

wearing surface, abutment bents made of 

steel caissons filled with concrete 

1910 

H. J. Forbes and Company, L.T.D. 

Caldwell, Idaho 

Replacement of timber stringers and 

deck planking 

No major historical events associated 

with the structure 

16 feet wide and 11  feet long 

Steel through Warren truss 

HISTORY AND BIBLIOGRAPHY: This bridge was constructed in 1910 to 

serve as a main farm to market crossing over the Bear River. This 

is the only crossing for approximately five miles in either direction, 
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In addition to being a farm to market route, it also serves as a 

school bus route and provides for other general year around travel. 

The structure is only 16 feet wide and provides for only one 

lane of traffic. The original design provided for a loading capacity 

which does not meet today's standards for secondary routes. 

The bridge has had the stringers and deck planking replaced and 

has received several asphalt wearing surfaces. 

Considering the bridge's life span and service provided, it can 

be said that is has served the intended purpose well. 
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